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Landing " 1908Rev. Dr. Joseph E, King, Fort Edward " 1908PROCEEDINGSOF THESeventh
Annual Meeting of the New York State HistoricalAssociation, held August 22d, 1905, at theCourt
House, Lake George, N. Y.At the Seventh Annual Meeting of the New York State Historical
Association, held at Lake George on the 226. day of August, 1905, a quorum being present, the
President, James A. Roberts, called the meeting to order, whereupon it was duly moved,
seconded and carried, that the reading of the minutes be dispensed with.The report of the
Treasurer, James A. Holden, was read and adopted after having been approved by the auditors.
Dr. Joseph E, King and the Hon. Grenville M. Ingalsbe,It was further moved, seconded and
carried, that the annual publication of the society be not sent to those members who are two or
more years in arrears in their dues.Dr. Sherman Williams, chairman of the committee on historic
spots, reported orally that arrangements had been made for the erection of a boulder with a
bronze tablet at Half-Way Brook, and that arrangements were in progress for marking other
spots in \!he vicinity of Lake George. The report was accepted and the committee continued,
and the comtmittee were requested to make a written report with a historic sketch relating to the
spots marked and proposed to be marked, which report together with a cut of the tablets erected
and to be erected shall be published in the proceedings of the Association.Mr, Harry W.
Watrous, chairman of the committee on Fort Ticonderoga, by Mr. Grenville M. Ingalsbe reported
progress.Upon the suggestion of the chairman the following committee on Fort Ticonderoga was
appointed for the ensuing year:Mrs. Elizabeth Watrous, Mr. John Boulton Simpson, Mr. Geo. O.
Knapp.The committee on program made an oral report, which was adopted.A vote of thanks
was extended to Gen. Tremain for his very liberal gift to the Association reported by the
treasurer,A vote of thanks was extended to the committee on program.The following new



members were elected:Alice Brooks Wyckoff, Elmira, N, Y.Hon. F. W. Hatch, N. Y. City.Hon.
Albert Haight, Albany, N. Y.Hon. John Woodward, Brooklyn, N. Y.Mr. E. B. Hill, 49 Wall Street, N.
Y. City.Rev. Dr. Thos. B. Slicer, N. Y. City.Mr. G. C. Lewis, Albany, N. Y.Dr. George S. Eveleth, Little 
Falls, N. Y.George C. Rowel'l, 8i Chapel Street, Albany, N. Y.Mr. James F. Smith, So. Hartford, N.
Y.Mr. George Foster Peabody, Lake George, N. Y.Mr. Grenville H. Ingalsbe, Sandy Hill, N. Y.Mr.
A. N. Richards, Sandy Hill," N. Y.Mr. Irwin W. Near, Hornellsville, N. Y.
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progress.Upon the suggestion of the chairman the following committee on Fort Ticonderoga was
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treasurer,A vote of thanks was extended to the committee on program.The following new
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Y.Mr. George Foster Peabody, Lake George, N. Y.Mr. Grenville H. Ingalsbe, Sandy Hill, N. Y.Mr.
A. N. Richards, Sandy Hill," N. Y.Mr. Irwin W. Near, Hornellsville, N. Y.Mr. Archibald Stewart,
Derby, Sandy Hill, N. Y.Mr. Alvaro D. Arnold, Sandy Hill, N. Y.Mr. Richard C. Tefft, Sandy Hill, N.
Y.Mr. F. D. Howland, Sandy Hill, N. Y.Mr. A. W. Abrams.Mr. D. M. Alexander, Buffalo, N. Y.Mr. Philip 
M. Hull, Clinton, N. Y.Addie E. Hatfield, 17 Linwood Place, Utica, N. Y.George K. Hawkins,
Piattsburgti, N. Y.Dr. Claude A. Horton, Glens Falls, N. Y.Dr. E. T. Horton, Whitehall, N. Y.Gen. T.
S. Peck, Burlington, Vt.M3Ton F. Westover, Schenectady, N. Y.Dr. Wm C. Sebring, Kingston, N.
Y.Mr. Neil M. Ladd, 646 Fulton Street, Brooklyn, N. Y.Mr. J. Hervey Cook, Fishkill-on-the-Hudson,
N. Y.Air. H. L. Broughton, Sandy Hill, N. Y.Daniel L. Van Hee, Rochester, N. Y.Edmund Wetmore,
34 Pine Street, N. Y. City.Mrs. Lydia F. Upson, Glens Falls, N. Y.Mr. Daniel F. Imrie, Lake George,
N. Y.Mr. James Green, Lake George, N. Y.Mr. Edwin J. Worden, Lake George, N. Y.Dr. Sherman
Williams moved that the chair appoint a committee of two to take into consideration an
amendment to the constitution relating to the payment of dues.Carried.Whereupon the chair
appointed as such committee Robert O. Bascom and James A. Holden.Hon. Grenville M.
Ingalsbe offered the following resolution.Resolved, That the President be authorized to appoint a
committee of three to investigate and report to the next annual meeting as to fhe feasibility of co-
operation and of the establishment of a communil:y of action between this association and the
various other historical societies in the State, which resolution was unanimously adopted.After
some discussion, participated in by various members of the Association, it was regularly moved,
seconded and carried, that a committee of three be appointed by the president upon
membership, whereupon the president appointed the following committee:Dr. Ellis C. Stevens,
with power to name his associates.The following trustees were unanimously elected by ballot for
the term of three years:Gen. Henry E. Tremain, N. Y. City; William Wait, Kinderhook, N. Y.; Dr.
Sherman Williams, Glens Falls, N. Y.; Robert O. Bas-com. Fort Edward, N. Y.; Francis W. Halsey,
New York; Harry W. Watrous, Hague, N. Y.; Rev. Dr. Joseph E. King, Fort Edward, N. Y.; Hon.
Hugh Hastings, Albany, N. Y.; Com. John W. Moore, Bolton Landing, N. Y.Rev. Mr. Hatch and
Rev. Mr. Black presented for the consideration of the Association the subject of the erection of a
museum building. After some discussion it was moved, seconded and carried, that the thanks of
the Association be tendered to the gentlemen for bringing the matter to the attention of the
Association, after which the meeting was adjourned until two o'clock in the afternoon.August



220, 1905.— Afternoon Session.Symposium — The Sullivan Expedition.At the adjourneid
session held in the afternoon August 22d, 1905, Dr. W. C. Sebring, of Kingston, read a paper
entitled, " The Character of Gen. Sullivan."A paper entitled " The Primary Cause of the Border
Wars," by Francis W. Halsey, of New York, was read by the Hon. Gren-ville M. Inga'lsbe in the
absence of Mr. Halsey.Dr. Sherman Williams, of Glens Falls, read a monograph entitled, " The
Organization of Sullivan's Expedition."Hon. Grenville M. Ingalsibe read by title only a paper
entitled, " A Bibliography of Sullivan's Expedition."A paper entitled, " An Indian Civilization and
its Destruction," by Col. S. W. Moulthrop, was read by the Rev. W. H. P. Hatch in the absence of
Col. Moulthrop.A paper entitled, " The Campaign," was read by William Wait, of Kinderhook,
when the meeting adjourned until August 23d, at 10 o'clock A. M., at the same place.ROBERT
O. BASCOM,Secretarv.TRUSTEES* MEETING.August 23d, 1905.At a meeting- of the Trustees
of the New York State Historical Association held at Lake George on the 22d day of August,
1905, a quorum being present, the following officers were elected:President, Hon. Jas. A.
Roberts, Buffalo, N. Y.First Vice-President, Hon. G. M. Ingalsbe, Sandy Hill, N. Y.Second Vice-
President, Dr. Sherman Williams, Glens Falls, N.Y.Third Vice-President, John Boulton Simpson,
Bolton, N. Y.
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the adjourned session held August 22d, a paper entitled, " Concerning the Mohawks," was read
by W. Max Reid, of Amsterdam, N. Y., after w'hich the Hon. Grenville M. Ingalsbe read certain
hitherto unpublished letters from Gen. George Washington relating to the " Sullivan Expedition,"
after which a resolution was adopted requesting that Mr. Ingalsbe furnish ithe same for
publication in the ensuing volume of the proceedings of the Association.An address entitled, "
Robert R. Livingston, the Author of the Louisiana Purchase," by Hon. D. S. Alexander, of Buffalo,
N. Y., concluded the session, and after a vote of thanks to the various speakers, the meeting
adjourned until two o'clock in the afternoon of the same day, at which session a paper entitled, "
The Birth at Moreau of the Teimperance Reformation," by Dr. Charles A. In-graham, of
Cambridge, was read.The annual address, " The Democratic Ideal in History," by Hon. Milton
Reed, of Fall River, Massachusetts, concluded the literary exercises of this meeting, and after a
vote of thanks to the speakers of the afternoon the meeting adjourned sine die.ROBERT O.
BASCOM,Secretary.TRUSTEES' MEETING.At a meeting of the Trustees of the New York State
Historical Association, held at the Hotel Ten Eyck on the 19th day of January, 1906, in the City of
Albany,Present, Hon. James A. Roberts, President; Hon. Grenville M. Ingalsbe, First Vice-
President; Dr. Sherman WilHams, Second Vice-Pro sident; Hon. Hugh Hastings, Trustee; Hon.
Robert O. Bas-com, Secretary.The meeting being duly called to order by the President, the semi-
annual report of Jumes A. Holden, Treasurer, was read and adopted.The report is as
follows:SEMI-ANNUAL REPORTOFJ, A. Holden, Treasurer New York State Historical
Association, From July i, 1905, to Jan. iS, 1906.RECEIPTS.July I, 1905—Cash on hand $ 194
73Received from dues, etc 390 10$ 584 83DISBURSEMENTS.Aug. 5, E. H. Lisk, printing $ 200
005, R. O. Bascom, postage and sundries 27 50Sep. 8, E. H. Lisk; printing 6225Sep. 7, R. O.
Bascom. postage 23 287, Milton Reid, expenses 15 31Nov. 8, E. H. Lisk, printing 31 75Dec. 4, R. 
O. Bascom, stamps lo oo" II, R. O. Ba.scom, " lo ooJan. 9, Postage 5 oo385 09Cash on hand $
199 74ASSETS.Cash on hand $199 74Life Membership Fund 271 40Respectfully
submitted,JAMES A. HOLDEN,Treasurer.The report of the comniiittee on amendments to the
Constitution was read and laid upon the table.The report of Committee on Marking Historic
Spots was read and adopted. The report is as follows:Glens Falls, N. Y., Jan. 18, 1906.To the
Trustees of the Nezv York State Historical Association,Gentlemen: —I beg to report progress in
regard to t?he work of the committee on marking Historic Spots. A good number of persons have
made corutributions ranging from five to fifty dol'lars each. A marker has been erected at Half-
Way Brook and another planned for at Bloody Pond. The tablet at Half-Way Brook was made
under the direction of W. J. Scales, who is also to prepare the design for the one at Bloody Pond.
The marker at Half-Way Brook is a large boulder resting upon another large boulder nearly
buried in the ground. The boulders are large and very hard, and the cost of cutting them to fit
was unexpectedly great. Both boulders were drawn from a long distance. The cost of drawing
and erecting them, and getting them ready for the tablet was about one hundred and ten dollars.
This work was supervised by Mr. Henry Crandall, who had subscribed fifty dollars toward the
work. When it was finished he said that if I would cancel his subscription he would meet all the



expense of getting the stones in place. As this was more than twice the amount of his
subscription his offer was gladly accepted. The other expenses to date have been as follows:For
cutting a smooth face on the boulder andfitting tablet to it $ 25 25For photographing the
monument i 00Paid Mr, Scales on account 45 00Total $ 71 25In the Spring it will be necessary to
meet a small expense to grade the ground and seed it. We hope to have 'Jhe marker at Bloody
Pond in place before our next annual meeting.Respectfully submitted,SHERMAN WILLIAMS,
Chainiian of Committee for Marking Historic Spots.The following new members were duly
elected:Applegate, Rev. Dr. Octavius, Newburgh, N. Y.Atkins, Hon. T. Astley, 73 Nassau Street,
N. Y.Benjamin, Rev. Dr. William H., Irvington-on-Hudson, N. Y.Bunten, Roland, Garden City, N.
Y.Brooks, James B., 1013 East Adams Street, Syracuse, N. Y.Bockus, Dr. Truman J., Packer
Institute, Brooklyn, N, Y.Banker, Dr. Silas J., Fort Edward, N. Y.Cooke, Rev. Jere K., Hempstead,
N. Y,Coon, Hon. Stephen Mortimer, Oswego, N. Y.Clark, Rev. Joseph B., Fourth Ave. and 22d
St., N. Y. City.Clark, Walter A., 755 Main Street, Geneva, N. Y.Donnell, Rev. Dr. William Nichold,
292 Henrv St.. N. Y.Davis, William Gilbert, t^2 Nassau Street, N. Y.Davis, Dr. Booth C, Alfred, N.
Y.de Peyster, Mrs. Beekman, 2345 Broadway, N. Y. (winter),Johnstown, N. Y. (summer). Draper,
Hon. A. S., Albany, N. Y. Gunnison, Hon. Royal A., Janeau, Alaska. Hopson, Rev. Dr. George B.,
Annandale, N. Y. Horton, Mrs. John Miller, 736 Main St., Bufifalo, N. V, Tngalsbe, Franc
Groesbeck, Sandy Hill, N. Y. Jessup, Rev. Chas. A., Greenport, N. Y.Jessup, Morris K., 195
Madison Avenue, N. Y,Joline, Dr. Adrien H., 54 Wall Street, N. Y.Jackson, Rev. Dr. T. G., 6851
Paul's Place, Brooklyn, N. Y.Kirby, Dr. R. M., Potsdam, N. Y.Krotel, Rev. Dr., 65 Convent Avenue,
N. Y.Leavey, Russell H., 147 W. 21st Street, N. Y.Lefferts, Marshall C, 30 Washing:ton Place. N.
Y.Lewis, George C, Albany, N. Y.Mace, Dr. William H., Syracuse, N. Y.Martin, John, Pittsburgh, N.
Y.Morton, Hon. Levi Parsons, 681 Fifth Avenue, N. Y.Mills, D. O., 634 Fifth Avenue, N. Y.Munger,
Rev. Dr. R. D., 105 Delaware Street, Syracuse, N. Y.Morgan, Rev. Dr. D. Parker, 3 East 45th
Street, N. Y.Nottingham, William, 701 Walnut Avenue, Syracuse, N. Y.Nelson, Ven. George F., 29
Lafayette Place, N. Y.Olmsted, Rt. Rev. Chas. Tyler, 159 Park Avenue, Utica, N. Y.O'Brien, M. J.,
195 Broadway, N. Y.Paige, Edward Winslow, 44 Cedar Street, New York.Pierce, Rev. Dr. Walter
Franklin, 16 S. Elliott Place, Brooklyn.Rogers, Howard J., Albany, N. Y,Rhoades, W. C. P., 400
Putnam Avenue, Brooklyn, N. Y.Sill, Dr. Frederick S., 169 Mohawk Street, Cohoes, N. Y.Schell, F.
Robert, 280 Broadway, N. Y.Smith, William Alex., 412 Madison Avenue, N. Y.Samson, William
H., 420 Oxford Street, Rochester, N. Y.Sillo, Dr. Chas. Morton, Geneva, N. Y.Seabury, Rev. Dr.
WilHam Jones, 8 Chelsea Square, N. Y.Stackpole, George F., Riverhead, N. Y.Sims, Charles N.,
Liberty, Indiana.Steele, Mrs. Esther B., 532 W. Clinton Street, Elmira, N. Y.Stilwell, Giles H., 1906
West Genesee St., Syracuse, N. Y.Sheddon, Hon. Lucian L., Plattsburgh, N. Y.Silver, Dr. John
Archer, Geneva, N. Y.Spencer, Dr. Charles W., Princeton, N. J.Vanderveer, Dr. A., 28 Eagle
Street, Albany, N. Y.Waller, Rev. Henry D., Flushing, N. Y. 'Watson, Col. Jas. T., Clinton, M.
Y.Welch, Miss J. M., yd Johnston Park, Buffalo, N. Y. Willey, Rev. John H., 466 East i8th Street, N. 
Y. Willis, James D., 40 East 39th Street, N. Y.The thanks of the Trustees were extended to Dr.
Stevens for his services as chairman of the Committee on Membership. The Secretary and Mr.



William Wait, of Kinderhook, were by motion duly carried appointed a committee on the
publication of the Proceedings of the Association. The edition was fixed at 750 copies and the
Secretary instructed not to send proceedings to persons who were more than four years in
arrears, after which the meeting adjourned.ROBERT O. BASCOM,Secretary.CHARACTER OF
GEN. SULLIVAN.By Dr. W. C. Seeking.How the mists do gather. With the exception of Greene
and Benedict Arnold, George Washington trusted SulUvan beyond any other general of the
Continental army. Sullivan acquitted himself well on diverse battlefields and, though defeated,
the real worth of the man shows in this, that defeat added as much prestige to his reputation as
his victories. His greatness like that of Washington throve on defeat, for it can be fairly said that
Washington never won a battle. And yet if you ask even those who have given time to our history
as to General Sullivan, they will convey to you but the most vague impression of some minor
general who sometime in the revolution made a foray on some Indians somewhere in this
State.The last scene of a drama is best remembered. The picture as the curtain falls is stamped
most clearly on the memory. Sullivan was not to be an actor in the war's closing scenes, and the
valor that gleams the name of Marion, the splendor of Greene's military intelligence, and the
glory that is linked with the name of Washington at Yorktown were not his. Neither had he the
methodical madness of Wayne, the pusillanimity of the self-seeking Gates, the recklessness of
Pu^tnam, nor the aestheistic fatalism of Ethan Allan; none of these things had Sullivan to carve
his picture on men's memory.It may not be out of place here to give a short chronology of this
man's life.He was born in Summerworth, N. H., in 1740. His parents were well-to-do emigrants
from Ireland. He studied law and was a member of the first Congress, 1774. Was made Brigadier
General 1775. In 1776 he superseded Arnold in Canada. Then he succeeded General Greene
and was taken prisoner. He was ex-changed in November. In 1777 he took part in the battle of
Brandywine, Germantown, and 1778 he commanded in Rhode Island, In 1779 he led the
expedition against the Indians. He then resigned from the army and took np again the practice of
law. He was a member of the State constitutional convention, then he was elected a member of
Congress, and in '86, '87, '89 was president of his State. Later, in 1789, he was appointed
District Judge, and died in 1795 at the age of 54 years.His personal characteristics are said to
be that he was a dignified, genial and amiable man. He displayed a fine courtesy to those about
him, both to his soldiers and compatriot generals.I quote the following paragraph from A. Tififany
Norton, who I believe to be the one who has written the best account of the Indian campaign,
and it is a wonder to me that one who sho^vs so broad a grasp of history and its essential
principles and the elements that make for historical research, has never written more than he
has.Norton, in his general description of Sullivan, says: " His eyes were keen and dark, his hair
curly black, his form erect, his movements full of energy and grace." His height was five feet nine
inches, and a slight corpulency when in his prime gave but an added grace. General Sullivan
was a man of undoubted courage, warmth of temperament and independent spirit equalled only
by his patriotic devotion to his country's cause and his zeal in all public affairs." Doubtless he
was too impatient and outspoken and may have been deserving of some measure of blame, stil'l



his faults should not have detracted from that meed of praise to which he was justly entitled.
Neither should the jealousies of his brothers in arms, which prompted them to ridicule his
achievements, question his reports and detract from his hard-earned laurels, have weight with
the historian. Yet sucli has been, in great degree, the case, and the name of Sullivan occupies a
lesser space in the history of the Revolutionary struggle, than those of many others whose
achievements fell far s'hort of his in magnitude and importance. Sullivan has been made the
victim of the intrigues and petty jealousies of his times, and while for this his own indiscretions
may justly be blamed, the duty is none the less incumbent on the present generation to render
due homage to one who is a brave soldier and a de-voted, disinterested, self-sacrificing patriot.
As Amory has justly said: " A friend of Washington, Greene, Lafayette, and all the noclest
statesmen and generals of the war, whose esteem for him was universally known, to whom his
own attachment never waiv-ered, he will be valued for his high integrity and steadfast faith, his
loyal and generous character, his enterprise and vigor in command, his readiness to assume
responsibility, his courage and coolness in emergencies, his foresight for providing for all
possible contingencies of campaign or battle-field, and his calmness when the results became
adverse."Could the character of Sullivan be fairly said to be that of a great man? Does he
measure up to "bigness?" Remember a little man seldom does big things. Briefly, what did he do
in this Indian campaign? At the beginning of the Revolution there was a democracy of six
confederate states within the present boundaries of our own municipality. So strong had this
democracy grown that it dominated the inhabitants of a territory of more than a million square
miles. Their battle-cry was heard from the Kennebec to Lake Superior, and under the very
fortifications of Quebec they annihilated the Huron.Their orators were fit to rank with any that we
have to-day. Their legends are the legends of a people whose souls were filled with poetry. Their
military tactics were those of a people trained for war—successful war. Man to man, they were
what no other barbarians have been, a match for the white man. They held the gateway to the
West and their position made them umpires between the mighty nations of the Old World who
were struggling for the possession of the New. Civilized in a sense they were, but they were
barbarians too, and savages to their very heart of hearts. Rapacious, treacherous, cruel beyond
belief, -they were dreaded alike by friend and foe. Their home was a terra incognita. No colonist
had trodden it. From no peak had trapper looked across the profile of their land. Their numbers
were unknown and could only be guessed at by their achievements—and these were
terrible.How silly of Gordon to criticise Sullivan for over-manning his expedition. Darkest Africa is
better known to-day than was then the land of the Iroquois. They were re-enforced by British
regulars, by fanatical tories; they were led by white men, and one oftheir leaders was a thorough
Indian and thoroughly educated in the white man's lore.Among this people and into this terra
incognita came Sullivan and smote them hip and thigh. He conquered them to the uttermost. He
broke down the gateway to the mighty West. With a miserable commissariat, he invaded an
unknown country and forever destroyed a democracy that had ruled for five hundred years. The
Indians conquered by Wayne were but a frazzle of the Six Nations united with Indians farther



West.Little men do little things, big men do big things, and great men do great things. Before
Sullivan vanished " that savage senate at the Lake, " By the salt marshes, yonder in the north, "
Dull-visaged butchers, coarsely blanketed " Squatted in a ring by their dark Council House " And
with strange mumery of pipes and belts " Decreeing, coldly, death—forever death." The
strongest are the gentlest. It is related that having found an Indian woman too old and feeble to
retreat with her people, that Sullivan left her with a plentiful supply of provisions, though, as one
of the party writes, " we only had half a ration every other day ourselves."It is not my province to
put forth a brief for General Sullivan, yet that one incident cast a side-light on his character that
impressed me more as to the true lovely heartiness of the man than anything I have found.
Constancy to a friend is an attribute to those who approach greatness. After the Indian war
Sullivan was reviled unmercifully for the devastation wrought by him in the Indian country. Out of
his love for General Washington he suffered in silence, while he had in his possession General
Washington's written instructions to do exactly as he had done.Perchance for a good man some
would even dare to die. But what of a man whose friendship holds so strong that he may see that
which is dearer to him than life—'his character—filched from him, and lest he should harm a
friend, allow his enemies to do with that character as they wished.Probably no historian ever
lived who could write more wrong history than Benjamin Lossing, who accuses Sullivan of
careless-ness and want of vigilance as a commanding officer and mentions Bedford and
Brand3^wine. Nothing could be farther from the truth. At Bedford he withdrew his forces because
the French Navy would not support him, and it was out of the question to remain in the position
he had taken up. We have John Fiske's word for it that Brandywine was a drawn battle.Of energy
he had a plenty. It is on record that after he and General Clinton united (and Clinton was no
sluggard) his Division time and again outmarched that of Clinton. At one time he broke road
across nine miles of swamp while Clinton following him had to camp in the middle of the morass.
So difficult was the morass that the Indian spies who had been watching his advance never
dreamed that he would attempt the passage of the swamp, and withdrew to their camps. So
confident were the Tories and Indians, that when he emerged from the swamp their campfires
were still burning.Right here is a place to say a word about General Sullivan's veracity. After his
return from conquering the Six Nations he reported that he had destroyed forty villages, and his
detractors could not find but eighteen. It at last developed that when his subordinates had
reported destroying a group of buildings he most naturally supposed that it was an Indian village,
and so put it down in his report.It has been said of him that he resigned from the army out of
spite. Well, if he did, he was perhaps blamable. But we should remember that he was dealing
with a Continental Congress of the latter years of the war, and if you search history for a
thousand years you will not be able to find an aggregation of political castros equal to this same
Continental Congress. The men who had made the primal congresses great had set themselves
to serve the nation in other ways, and Congress had fallen to those who had some money
without brains or brains without principle, or lacking both, were like our modern ones in that they
loved " graft " and knew how to get it.Sullivan was not a liar, and he himself says that his health



was failing. If we care to plow t^hrough the many diaries kept by officers under him we can well
believe that he told the truth, for with the spoiling of the provisions sent to the expedition most of
thesoldiers did suffer from chronic intestinal troubles, and it would be strange if the commander
who takes the same fare as his subordinates should not suffer in the same manner.And to back
up this we must remember that even after he retired he never lost the confidence or the love of
the greatest of them all, General Washington. Much has been written of General Sullivan's
fallibilities, and fallibilities the greatest have.We should remember that Sullivan was a Kelt, And
through the centuries the Kelts have given us the lordliest orators and golden artists, but for
tenacity of purpose no one has celebrated them.General Sullivan when he was taken prisoner
and fell under the influence of the British military power, and contrasting them with the
meagerness that he had been accustomed to, for once his heart failed him and his soul sank
within him, and it is no sorrow to his name to say that for the moment he thought the liberty of
mankind in the Western continent was doomed.He came from the British to us seeking peace,
but after he was exchanged and in his old environment his true native Keltic courage returned
and hii after life was the life of an ardent patriot.I do not think we give enough credit to the
perceptions of the ignorant.Suppose to ten thousand ignorant people this entirely hN-po-thetical
question should be stated: Around the globe is a people who for three hundred years had been
fighting a tyranical power and well nigh achieved success. Would it be right for a republic to step
in and take them away from the power they were in rebellion against, and then this republic by
force of arms prevent them from becoming an independent republic? State to ten thousand
ignorant people this question, and they will shout with one voice " that it is not right." State this
question to ten thousand college professors, and they will back and fill, debate and re-debate,
and finally be fogged by their very knowledge and at last come to no conclusion at all.It has
never been sufiiciently made clear that the classes fought the Revolutionary war. The educated,
the elegant, the conservative, the well-to-do, in short the " better elements," were practically all
with the British. While the broken, the ignorant, the d'iscour-aged, " the rabble," were the ones
that won our Hberty. Every single Tory that was expatriated could read and write, while I believe
if the muster rolls of my own county, inhabited at that time by the educated Dutch, not one-third
of those who enlisted could sign their names. So coldly did the wealthy Dutchman look upon the
war that it was a common trick for him to send a slave to serve in the ranks instead of
himself.Sullivan by birth and position belonged among the former class, and yet in spite of
position, broke with his own class and gladly took up the sword with the ignorant because he
saw clearly that all social progress must from very necessity spring from the discontent of the
Hoi Polloi. He was a true patriot for he lost his all by giving his attention to public rather than
private affairs, and though respected by all and honored by his State, his last years were the
years of gloom and the gathering clouds, for his life was beset by heartless creditors. The last
scene is the saddest of all, for at his funeral his creditors tried to seize his body and would have
done so, except that an old army general drew his pistols and drove off the bailiffs of the law. So
was buried one of America's greatest patriots, a constant friend, a brave and good soldier, and a



man who, take him ail in all, it is not an exaggeration to call " Great."THE PRIMARY CAUSES OF
THE BORDER WARSBy Francis W. Halsey.General Sullivan's expedition of 1779 was an
immediate outcome of the massacres of Wyoming and Cherry Valley in the summer and autumn
of 1778—not to mention those minor incidents of the Border Wars, which, beginning in the
summer of 1777, had converted the valley of the upper Susquehanna into a land of desolation. It
was a most drastic punishment that Sullivan inflicted, and such it was intended by Congress that
his work should be. " The immediate objects," said Washington, in his letter of instruction to
Sullivan, " are the total destruction and devastation of the Indian settlements," He added that the
Indian country was " not to be merely overrun, but destroyed." If we have regard for proportions,
greater losses were inflicted upon the Indians by Sullivan than were ever inflicted upon the
settlements of New York by the Indians.The expedition, however, failed completely in achieving
its main purpose, which was to suppress the Indian raids. Sullivan and his army had scarcely left
the Western country, when the Indian attacks were renewed and for three years were continued
with a savage energy before unknown. The Indians' thirst for revenge having been thoroughly
aroused, nothing could afterwards restrain their hands. Aside from the burning of German Flats
and the battle of Oriskany (the latter not properly an incident of the Border Wars, since it was an
integral part of the Burgoyne campaign), the injury done by the Indians to the Mohawk Valley
was done subsequent to the Sullivan expedition.In their entirety, the Border Wars constitute a
phase of the Revolution of which far too little has been remembered. We may seekin vain for a
territory elsewhere in the United States where so much destruction was done to non-
com'batants. In Tryon county alone, 12,000 farms went out of cultivation; fully two-thirds of the
population either died or fled, While of the one-third who remained 300 were widows and 2,000
orphans. And yet, as I have said, the losses of the Iroquois were greater still.But it is with the
causes which led to this savage work that I am here to deal. For quite 100 years, Joseph Brant
and the Tories of the Mohawk Valley, with Col. Guy and Sir John Johnson, and John and Walter
Butler, at their head, were generally accepted as the original and inspiring forces in all the
barbarities committed. The greater offenders, however, were men of much higher station and
more ample powers—men who had never seen the val'leys of the Susquehanna and the
Mohawk, but who lived in London, and as members of the King's Cabinet were in direct charge
of the war in America. One of them was the Earl of Dartmouth, the other Lord George Germaine;
but it is to Germaine that we must ascribe the chief odium.The administration of the Province of
New York, when the Revolution began, was completely in the hands of Loyalists. New York was
still a Crown colony, officials holding their appointments directly from London. Outside the official
class, however, there were patriots in plenty; none of the colonies possessed more; but as New
York City was completely dominated by Tory influences, so was the M'ohawk Valley dominated
by the Johnsons and their army of followers, in whom loyalty to England was a deep-seated
sentiment and a fixed principle of conduct. Sir William Johnson had died just as the Revolution
was about to begin. His successors became not only as great Loyalists as ever he had been,
but, being men of smaller minds and fewer talents. They added to the sentiment of loyalty an



expression of it wliich took the form of satanic bitterness and brute savagery. It was these men
who, with their followers, became the hated Tories of the frontier of New York— men of whom in
some instances, Joseph Brant said, they had been more savage than the savages
themselves.The attitude of the Indians can be best understood if we remember that they had
been practically in alliance with the English of New York for a hundred years. When war began
between themother country and the colonies, or between what the Indians called " two brother
nations," they were lost in amazement and tried in vain to understand it. Their own history for
three hundred years had been one of peace between brother nations. " No taxation without
representation " was a principle beyond their comprehension. The men who defied Britis'h
soldiers in the streets of New York and Boston seemed to them exactly like the French of
Canada who in the older wars had stormed English forts on the Northern Frontier, since they
were engaged in war with the King of England, and the King was the Indians' powerful fr'iend.
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